


kids in the United 
States do not  
have a formal or 
informal mentor.

We are in the midst of a youth crisis. 
Students are struggling academically and 
every year scores of children, full of 
unique talents and potential, fail to 
become productive adults. Many students 
in our community are facing obstacles 
that are unimaginable to many of us (e.g. 
physical and mental abuse, exposure to 
drugs and violence, neglect, apathy from 
those they care about most) while trying 
to succeed in school. Most of these 
children are shouldering these burdens 
without anyone to provide consistent 
support and guidance to help them 
navigate these obstacles.  

Without the necessary support, kids are 
more likely to become disengaged from 
school, engage in drug and alcohol abuse 
and other risky behavior, be violent 
towards others, and/or dropout of high 
s c h o o l . W i t h o u t s o m e k i n d o f 
intervention, the odds are stacked too 
high against these kids.   

However, an undisputed wide body of

esearch has shown that by creating 
strong mentoring relationships between 
students and caring adults, we are able to 
interrupt and break negative 
cycles allowing youth to become 
contributing members of society.  

By matching kids with caring adults from 
our community, Elevators can 
help children see their own value, 
increase their confidence, elevate their 
aspirations and provide them with the 
support and guidance they need to 
reach their potential.   

At Education Elevators, we believe that 
every child has unique talents and 
the ability to become anything they set 
their mind to, but they need 
someone to believe in them and 
nurture their strengths.  I hope that 
you will join us in helping harness all 
the incredible human potential in these 
kids instead of letting them become 
victims of circumstance. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Thank You, 
Allison McJunkin 

Countless bodies of research 
have shown that nothing – 

NOTHING – has more
impact in the life of a child 
than a positive relationship 
with a caring adult. 















Years of15
HELPING KIDS
TAKE FLIGHT

2008
Jackson Kelly launched Education Elevator program 
with Piedmont Elementary
First Elevator - student meeting took place
Jackson Kelly receives the first ever community 
service award from the Board of Education for the 
innovative ‘Elevators’ program

2013
Education Elevators Foundation (EEF) obtained 
501(c)(3) status
EEF and Education Alliance expanded program to 
Tuscarora and Bunker Hill Elementary in Berkeley 
County in Partnership with the Air National Guard
Partnered with the Shepherd Poverty Program to 
create an Internship program

2015
Launched partnership between Columbia Pipleline 
Group (now TC Energy) and Edgewood Elementary
Launched Partnership with WVU Extension for 
Internship program

2017
Launched partnership between Piedmont 
Elementary and Suttle & Stalnaker

2019
Launched partnership between Advantage 
Technology and ProKids Afterschool Program
Launched partnership between Orders Construction 
& Central Elementary
Launched partnership between Steptoe & Johnson & 
the Mary C. Snow afterschool site of the Bob Burdette 
Center

2021
Launched partnership between Truist Bank and the 
Mary C. Snow afterschool site of the Bob Burdette 
Center 
Launched partnership between Amherst Madison 
and Malden Elementary

2012
Established Board of Directors

2014
Launched partnership between ECA and 

Chamberlain Elementary

2016
Executive Director,  Allison McJunkin, receives 

Woman on a Mission Award

2018
Celebrated Ten Year Anniversary with Keynote 

Speaker, Gordon Gee
Launched partnership between Potesta & 

Associates & Kanawha City Elementary

2020
Launched Middle School Support Program

Launched Virtual Mentoring Programs in
7 Elementary Schools and 5 Middle Schools

2022
Launched partnership between First Choice 

Services and Ruffner Elementary  
Launched partnership between Boyd CAT and 

Malden Elementary
12 Business Partners matched with 10 

Elementary Schools and Afterschool Programs





Education Elevators Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization and all donations are tax deductible.



Education Elevators Foundation 
PO Box 11302
Charleston, WV 25339
Email: info@educationelevators.org
Phone: (304) 595-0895
Web: EducationElevators.org

“There could not be a more relevant mission for 
this state. We must invest in our youth, inspire 
them, and heighten their educational aspirations.” 
~ Dr. Gordon Gee, President WVU


